
Guidelines for the Public Reading of Scripture 

The Apostle Paul tells Timothy to devote himself to the public reading of Scripture (1 Timothy 
4:13). We highlight that exhortation every week in our bulletin. The purpose of this class is to help 
us to obey Paul’s directive even more fully in the future.  

We will first consider some guidelines for readers, and then practice reading Scriptures, receiving 
feedback from the class.  

Guidelines for Readers: 

Before the service: 

 Practice reading the passage ahead of time.  

 Identify words that are challenging to pronounce and decide how you will pronounce them. 
Choosing the correct pronunciation is less important than reading confidently.  

 Consider changing your cadence during the reading. Some sections are rightly read quickly, 
while others should be read slowly. Especially consider changes in cadence when reading 
dialogue.  

 Consider where you should take breaths in long sentences. If the reading includes Scriptures 
from different passages, pause before you begin the other passage.  

 Consider key words. Then underline them or change the font on your sheet to remind 
yourself to emphasize them.  

 All of these points are easier to remember if you read not from a printout of the leaders 
guide, but from your own edited document. See the next page for an example. (If you 
prepare your own sheet, ensure that you use the same translation as the one in the leaders 
guide.) Alternately, you can mark up the printout from the leaders guide by hand.  

 Never read from your phone or from the screen in the church. Always use a printed page.  

 As the service begins, note where the music team is standing, and identify if one side of the 
podium is easier to walk up. If you are not sitting on that side, when it is time to read walk 
back through the entrance to the sanctuary rather than crossing at the front of the church.  

When you read:  

 Walk up prior to the end of the song. Ideally, you should begin reading as soon as the last 
note of the song fades. If you have a chance, check with the music leader about how the 
song will close. In any event, err on the side of going up too soon rather than too late. If you 
reach the podium while the song is still going on, just sing joyfully! 

 Occasionally it is helpful to introduce the passage briefly – reminding the congregation of 
the setting, identifying the speaker, or highlighting a link between the Scripture and the song 
we just sang. If you would like to say more than a sentence or two, check with Jacob or the 
person who is preaching.  

 We would like to use a common response after reading Scripture. So when you conclude, 
say, “This is the Word of the Lord.” The congregation will respond, “Thanks be to God!”



Example of edited printout from Dec 15: Genesis 1:27–29; 2:15–17; 3:1–6, 14–15 
27 God created man in his own image,     in the image of God he created him;  

      male and female he created them.     28 And God blessed them.  

     And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it,  

        and have dominion over the fish of the sea    and over the birds of the heavens  

         and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29       And God said,  

“Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the  

     earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food…. 

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden  

    to work it and keep it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying,  

    “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17  

             but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,  

          for in the day that you eat of it   you   shall   surely   die.”… 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field => 

     that the Lord God had made.    He said to the woman,  

      “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2  

And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees => 

    in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree => 

   that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” 4  

But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows  

     that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,  

        knowing good and evil.” 6  

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food,  

   and that it was a delight to the eyes,  

   and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, 

and she also gave some to her husband who was with her,   and he ate…. 

14 The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,  

    cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field;  

    on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15  

I will put enmity between you and the woman,  

   and between your offspring and her offspring;  

   he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”  



Passages for Practice 

Psalm 130 A Song of Ascents. Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD! 2 O Lord, hear 

my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas for mercy! 3 If you, O 

LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? 4 But with you there is 

forgiveness, that you may be feared. 5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his 

word I hope; 6 my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, more 

than watchmen for the morning. 7 O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD 

there is steadfast love, and with him is plentiful redemption. 8 And he will redeem 

Israel from all his iniquities. 

Exod. 3:1-10: Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the 

priest of Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to 

Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame 

of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet 

it was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, "I will turn aside to see this great sight, why 

the bush is not burned." 4 When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called 

to him out of the bush, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am." 5 Then he said, "Do 

not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are 

standing is holy ground." 6 And he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid his face, for he was 

afraid to look at God. 7 Then the LORD said, "I have surely seen the affliction of my 

people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I 

know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the 

Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land 

flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 

Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 And now, behold, the cry of 

the people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the oppression with which 

the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring 

my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt." 



Mal. 1:6-14: "A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am a father, 

where is my honor? And if I am a master, where is my fear? says the LORD of hosts to 

you, O priests, who despise my name. But you say, 'How have we despised your 

name?' 7 By offering polluted food upon my altar. But you say, 'How have we polluted 

you?' By saying that the LORD's table may be despised. 8 When you offer blind animals 

in sacrifice, is that not evil? And when you offer those that are lame or sick, is that 

not evil? Present that to your governor; will he accept you or show you favor? says 

the LORD of hosts. 9 And now entreat the favor of God, that he may be gracious to 

us. With such a gift from your hand, will he show favor to any of you? says the LORD 

of hosts. 10 Oh that there were one among you who would shut the doors, that you 

might not kindle fire on my altar in vain! I have no pleasure in you, says the LORD of 

hosts, and I will not accept an offering from your hand. 11 For from the rising of the 

sun to its setting my name will be great among the nations, and in every place 

incense will be offered to my name, and a pure offering. For my name will be great 

among the nations, says the LORD of hosts. 12 But you profane it when you say that 

the Lord's table is polluted, and its fruit, that is, its food may be despised. 13 But you 

say, 'What a weariness this is,' and you snort at it, says the LORD of hosts. You bring 

what has been taken by violence or is lame or sick, and this you bring as your 

offering! Shall I accept that from your hand? says the LORD. 14 Cursed be the cheat 

who has a male in his flock, and vows it, and yet sacrifices to the Lord what is 

blemished. For I am a great King, says the LORD of hosts, and my name will be 

feared among the nations. 



Matt. 7:1-12: "Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with the judgment you 

pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to 

you. 3 Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the 

log that is in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the 

speck out of your eye,' when there is the log in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first 

take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out 

of your brother's eye. 6 "Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls 

before pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you. 7 "Ask, and it 

will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 

For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who 

knocks it will be opened. 9 Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will 

give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 11 If you then, who 

are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 

Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 12 "So whatever you 

wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the 

Prophets. 

  



1 Cor. 6:1-11: When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to 

law before the unrighteous instead of the saints? 2 Or do you not know that the saints 

will judge the world? And if the world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to 

try trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that we are to judge angels? How much more, 

then, matters pertaining to this life! 4 So if you have such cases, why do you lay them 

before those who have no standing in the church? 5 I say this to your shame. Can it be 

that there is no one among you wise enough to settle a dispute between the 

brothers, 6 but brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers? 7 To 

have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you. Why not rather 

suffer wrong? Why not rather be defrauded? 8 But you yourselves wrong and defraud-- 

even your own brothers! 9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit 

the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, 

nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, 

nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such 

were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in 

the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

 

  



Rev. 10:1-11: Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in 

a cloud, with a rainbow over his head, and his face was like the sun, and his legs like 

pillars of fire. 2 He had a little scroll open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the 

sea, and his left foot on the land, 3 and called out with a loud voice, like a lion 

roaring. When he called out, the seven thunders sounded. 4 And when the seven 

thunders had sounded, I was about to write, but I heard a voice from heaven saying, 

"Seal up what the seven thunders have said, and do not write it down." 5 And the 

angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven 

6 and swore by him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and what is in it, 

the earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it, that there would be no 

more delay, 7 but that in the days of the trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh 

angel, the mystery of God would be fulfilled, just as he announced to his servants 

the prophets. 8 Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, 

saying, "Go, take the scroll that is open in the hand of the angel who is standing on 

the sea and on the land." 9 So I went to the angel and told him to give me the little 

scroll. And he said to me, "Take and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in 

your mouth it will be sweet as honey." 10 And I took the little scroll from the hand of 

the angel and ate it. It was sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it my 

stomach was made bitter. 11 And I was told, "You must again prophesy about many 

peoples and nations and languages and kings." 


